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PEAK Pictun

Photo Album

t was a busy summer and fall for Natividad Medical Center,
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both within the hospital and the community! At left, some of

Natividad’s administrative staff who help keep the hospital on
the right track. Middle row, left to right: Dr. Gary Gray, CEO

honored Natividad’s vital staff members during an Employee of the

Quarter Celebration. The weekly Farmers Market provided nutritious
produce and other goodies for patients and visitors. Natividad staffers
helped fit bike helmets to protect little heads. Bottom row: Dr. Gary
Gray, Linda Ford and Andrew Ausonio celebrate Ausonio Inc’s sponsor-
ship of the HOME Monterey County photo exhibition at the Sam Karas
Acute Rehabilitation Center. The Family Medicine Residency Graduation

in early summer launched some top family physicians into the world.
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“What better place
than to serve and
care for those that
are closest to your
heart? This iswhy I
have stayed.”

— Dr. Minerva Perez-Lopez

The Salinas area grows strong family practitioners

role as family medicine doctors as a service to the
community. “That's the culture of family medicine.

We're going to take care of the whole person.”
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Caring for all Ages
For Dr. Perez-lopez, the joy of her work
comes from not only taking care of the whole per-

son, but entire families as well.

Weorking in the Salinas area is rewarding for many residency graduates.

“Caring for patients is perhaps one of the
most rewarding aspects of a physician’s job,”
she says. “As a family physician however, we
are in the unique position of caring for an entire
family of all ages. What is an even bigger plus
is that the patients | care for have very similar
backgrounds to my own, making my job even

more meaningful.”

This year Dr. Perez-Lopez will be serving
as faculty in the residency program, and there-
fore will have a larger role in training medical
students and residents and helping produce the
next generation of family medicine practitioners.
Some perhaps will be coming to a clinic or office

near you.
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Iwo women survive
devastating accidents

to live lite tully again

By Peggy Spear












How to

a PRACTICE
profile
By Peggy Spear

Natividad’s Trauma Center revolutionizes care in central California

The whirl of a medical helicopter or the provide help within a wide swath of Califor- San Benito County to the north to Santa Barbara
scream of a siren are the sounds at Natividad'’s nia, the words take on a whole new meaning: County in the south.

Trauma Center that mean it's time to get fo work. Saving lives.

"You'll be in good hands here,” says Julie
The words Trauma Center can seem That's the role of Natividad Trauma Cen- Ramirez, frauma program manager at Natividad

scary. But when you're the only one who can ter, which covers serious injuries in locations from and an integral part of the team that orchestrates
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Helping Kids Fight
Oftt a Common

Winter Villain
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By Peggy Spear 2
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Samantha Fuentes, 3, suffered a
common case of RSV that turned into
pneumaonia.
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